Columbia to study at Harvard with the three greatest philosophical minds of the day: William James, George Santayana, and Josiah Royce. Cohen went on to spend his life teaching philosophy at City College in New York and enjoyed the lifelong respect of his students and philosophical colleagues. It is not clear whether Kaplan's refusal was related to Cohen's getting the scholarship, but Kaplan mentioned the Ethical Culture scholarship to me a number of times. Principally because Kaplan took many courses in philosophy at Columbia and read philosophy his whole life, I am drawn to speculate about the way Kaplan might have developed if he had accepted the scholarship and studied philosophy at Harvard.5 In part, this article investigates a thread in Kaplan's thinking that might have been more thoroughly developed had he followed this road not taken. Kaplan rarely spells out the meaning of salvation, which is a central concept in his system. I would like to contend that Kaplan uses the concept of personality to explain salvation. A trend in American religious thinking called "personalism" influenced Kaplan deeply in his understanding of individual fulfillment and hence of salvation. The tradition of personalism, with its emphasis on personality, was primarily Christian. Nonetheless, for many years, Kaplan gave his rabbinical students at the Jewish Theological Seminary supplementary readings in the Christian thinkers of the personalist tradition. I hope to demonstrate here that personalism is at the heart of Kaplan's concept of salvation.
Considering Kaplan's ideology as a whole, it becomes clear that it is not solely peoplehood and "Judaism as a civilization" that are Kaplan's ultimate concerns, but also the individual or "personhood." Kaplan always emphasized the centrality of community, yet he might also be understood as stressing the sanctity of the individual. If we read him carefully, we see that he never ceases championing the individual-the key to his ideology is the link between the group and the individual. Just as he is most assuredly a Zionist to the core he is also fully and completely a "personalist."
As early as 1913, we find the seeds of Kaplan's emphasis on individualism. He was in the process of preparing talks he would give to the Menorah Society at Harvard.6 In the first entry of his twenty-seven-volume diary, he writes:
